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Reporting on Section 6  
 Community and Town Councils 

 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6  

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 
 

 

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 
 Report 2025 

Name of Community or Town Council: Blackwood Town Council 

Group: Group 2 

Blackwood Town Council represents the four wards of Blackwood North, Blackwood South, 
Blackwood Central and the Cefn Fforest East Ward, with 12,615 residents, our precept for 
2024/2025 was £92,590.  

The Council is made up of 16 members. 8 Elected and 8 co-opted that represent the community on 
a ward basis. These members make decisions on a range of services and activities which support 
the local community and liaise with Caerphilly County Borough Council when other issues of 
concern or interest arise. The staff team comprises of two part-time officers [a Clerk/RFO and a 
Deputy Clerk/Deputy RFO]. 

Blackwood is an urban community, located in the South Wales Valleys. It combines urban areas 
with surrounding woodlands, river corridors, and green spaces that support diverse habitats. Key 
features include mixed deciduous woodlands and grasslands along the Sirhowy River. These areas 
provide essential ecosystem services such as carbon storage, flood mitigation, pollination, and 
recreational benefits. The town also holds significant historical importance as a centre of the 
Chartist movement during the Industrial Revolution. 

We hold a spring fayre, a summer beach party and a Christmas fayre. In addition, we hold a lantern 
parade and carol concert, Civic awards and a Mayors concert annually.  

We lease an office and have several hanging baskets and planters displayed April to October. We 
facilitate the Christmas festive lighting throughout the town November – January.  

The   Blackwood Town Council offices are located on Gravel Lane in Town.  Blackwood Town 
Council is an elected tier of local government. Its role is to represent the interests of the 
community. 

 

 

Action Report 2023 - 2025 
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NRAP 
Objective Action carried out to… Monitored 

by: 

1 
 

-embed biodiversity into 
decision making & 
procurement 
 

• Blackwood Town Council is 
looking to create a Biodiversity 
and Sustainability Subcommittee 
with the aim to embed 
sustainability and support for 
biodiversity throughout the 
Council’s working practices.  

• This is inclusive of but not limited 
to: procurement, reducing energy 
use, phasing out the use of single 
use plastic, reducing water use, 
reducing paper use including 
photocopying and encouraging 
recycling.  

• Blackwood Town Council will 
look to use products made from 
sustainable resources or that use 
recycled materials. In addition, 
the Town Council has made a 
commitment to plastic free 
alternatives and supports Plastic 
Free Blackwood.  

• Blackwood Town Council has 
adopted arrangements to ensure 
packaging and end of life 
equipment is recycled. 

• All councillors have been 
provided with a digital tablet and 
all documentation is supplied to 
them digitally, to avoid the use of 
paper.  

•  A sustainability and biodiversity 
agenda item will be added 
regularly to  Council meeting 
agendas to ensure sustainability 
and biodiversity are considered 
in Council decision making. 

• We bank with the Co-op as they 
are one if the most ethical and 
environmentally friendly options  
that suit our needs.  

• The clerk and deputy clerk 
attended training in the format of 
a workshop provided by One 
Voice Wales on 13/11/2025. 

Full council, 
Clerk/ RFO & 
Deputy Clerk/ 
Deputy RFO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Deputy Clerk 
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-raise awareness of 
biodiversity & its 
importance 
 

• We are looking to add a section 
on out website to include 
information on general climate 
and biodiversity issue, offering 
advice and links where 
appropriate.  

•  Blackwood Town Council is 
exploring the possibility of 
supporting/organising events 
during Great Big Green Week 
2026. The Great Big Green Week 

•  The Community Council will 
invite local environment and 
nature focused groups to attend 
the summer Beach party.  

• Blackwood Town Council will 
continue to engage with agencies 
that can offer advice to residents. 

• Blackwood Town Council will 
take a proactive approach in 
sharing social media content 
from local and national groups to 
raise awareness and promote 
opportunities to engage with 
nature.  

• In house training will be made 
available to all Councillors and 
office staff that wish to learn 
more about climate change and 
biodiversity.  

• Promote the use of the LERC 
Wales App in the community to 
enable the recording and sharing 
of wildlife sightings in Wales, 
through our website.  

• Develop greater website 
resources to better inform the 
local community such as sharing 
environmental calendars. 

• Share information in the 
community on the National Bird 
Watch campaign 

Clerk & 
Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Full council, 
Clerk/ RFO & 
Deputy Clerk/ 
Deputy RFO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full council, 
Clerk/ RFO & 
Deputy Clerk/ 
Deputy RFO 

 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Deputy Clerk 

4 

-tackle negative factors: for 
e.g. reduce pollution, use 
nature based solutions, 
address invasive species 
 

• Blackwood Town Council funds 
the hanging baskets and planters 
in the Town Centre which 
enhance the street scene 
between May and September. 
The plants are and will continue 

 

https://www.greatbiggreenweek.com/
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to be sourced from suppliers in 
South Wales.  

• The type of plants used will be 
reviewed to ensure they are 
pollinator friendly.  

• Blackwood Town Council works 
closely with the Wales in Bloom 
group (Home) which involves 
various community groups and 
local businesses. The group 
undertakes additional planting 
and enhancement to the town. 
They will be encouraged to 
review their contribution to 
biodiversity. 

• Blackwood Town Council will  
remote schemes that encourage 
recycling, such as 
spectacles/batteries etc 

• Blackwood Town Council stock 
bags for green waste caddies to 
encourage the correct disposal 
of food waste.  

• Promote the Welsh Government 
“its for them” campaign.It's for 
Them campaign: stakeholder 
toolkit | GOV.WALES 

 

6 

-support capacity and/or 
other organisations 
 

• Blackwood Town Council has 
added a sustainability & 
biodiversity requirement to all 
grant application forms. T 

• Blackwood Town Council is in the 
process of building relationships 
with local nature & environment 
groups with the aspiration to 
support new and develop existing 
community projects.  

 

 

 

https://www.walesinbloom.co.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/its-them-campaign-stakeholder-toolkit
https://www.gov.wales/its-them-campaign-stakeholder-toolkit
https://www.gov.wales/its-them-campaign-stakeholder-toolkit
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Review of S6 duty actions for 2023-2025 

What has worked well?   Purchasing IT equipment to enable all council 
members to access digital copies of all 
documents, reducing the need for paper copies.  

Appropriate recycling receptors have been placed 
in the office, so materials are sorted into the 
correct category, reducing  general waste.  

Stocking the bags for food caddies.  

 

What have the barriers been? Some council members are not confident in the 
use of IT,  so training for use of the tablets will be 
provided with ongoing support.  
 

What will you change? Battery recycling will be facilitated in the 
premises.  
Continue to link with organisations such as Welsh 
Water to provide information to residents.  

How and when will the s6 duty be monitored and 
the s6 plan reviewed? 

The plan will be formally reviewed on an annual 
basis to ensure the objectives remain impactful, 
achievable and cost effective. 
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Back 
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Adrodd ar Adran 6  
Cynghorau Tref a Chynghorau Cymuned  

 
Deddf yr Amgylchedd (Cymru) 2016 Rhan 1 – Adran 6 

Y Ddyletswydd Bioamrywiaeth a Chydnerthedd Ecosystemau 
 

 

 

 

 

Adroddiad 2025 
Ddyletswydd Bioamrywiaeth a Chydnerthedd Ecosystemau 

 

Enw y Cyngor Tref neu Gymuned:  

Grŵp: Grŵp 1 
Cyflwyniad a'r Cyd-destun 

• Disgrifiad byr o'r Cyngor, ei swyddogaethau a'r cyd-destun o ran  

- sut y gallai helpu bioamrywiaeth (trwy ei swyddogaethau rheoli tir, cyllid grant, 
gweithgareddau addysgol e.e.) 
 

- graddfa ofodol a lle (e.e. faint o dir mae'n ei gynnwys, poblogaeth, praesept?)  
 

- cyflawni gwasanaethau i'r cyhoedd (e.e. a yw'n destun Ddeddf Llesiant Cenedlaethau'r 
Dyfodol?)   

Adroddiad Gweithredu 2023 - 2025 

Amcan 
NRAP 

 
Camau gweithredu i... 

Wedi eu 
monitro 

gan: 

1 

-cynnwys bioamrywiaeth o fewn 
llunio penderfyniadau a chaffael 
 

  

-codi ymwybyddiaeth o 
fioamrywiaeth a'i bwysigrwydd 
 

  

4 

-mynd i'r afael ag elfennau 
negyddol: lleihau llygredd e.e. 
defnyddio atebion yn seiliedig ar 
natur, mynd i'r afael â 
rhywogaethau goresgynnol 
 

  

6 
-cefnogi capasiti ac/neu 
sefydliadau eraill 
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Arolwg o ddyletswydd Adran 6 2023 - 2025 

Beth sydd wedi gweithio'n dda?   

 

 

 

 

 

Beth fu'r rhwystrau?    

Beth fyddwch yn ei newid?  

Sut a phryd fydd y ddyletswydd 
Adran 6 yn cael ei monitro a'r 
cynllun Adran 6 wedi'i adolygu? 
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Nôl 


