NOTES OF AN INQUORATE SPECIAL MEETING OF BLACKWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON 17™. FEBRUARY 2025

Present : Cllr R Mills ( Mayor )
Cllrs C Erasmus , J Griffiths & C Clark

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs.G Etheridge, K Etheridge, D Box, K Williams,
A Farina-Childs, M Gwynne & L Phillips
Late apologies received from Cllr. K Jones

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations made

3. To Consider the 2™°. Replacement C.C.B.C. Local Development Plan 2020-2035

Whilst realising the meeting was not quorate members thought it would be worthwhile to discuss the
Clerks report.

Having had a brief read through of the Local Development Plan papers online, with regards all the
various policies and proposals quoted, other than perhaps the Candidate Sites identified in the
document for Mid Valleys (Greater Blackwood), I don’t realistically believe we can query/ comment

that that much, unless any individual members has anything to raise.

With regard the said Candidate Sites, I have identified 3 that fall specifically within the Town
Council area, with a further 5 within the Blackwood settlement area, namely —

Land at Heol Y Cefn — 9.73 Ha site — currently Agriculture proposed Housing - presumably this is
the planned Persimmon Site

Land at Cwm Gelli Farm — 7.69Ha site - currently Agriculture proposed Housing

Land at Pencoed Fawr Farm — 24.37Ha site — currently Agriculture proposed Housing - looks on
the plans as a continuation to the proposed Persimmon Development

These following 5 fall into what is classed as the Blackwood settlement area, namely -

Trelyn Scrapyard (Cefn Fforest/ Pengam) — 2.74 Ha site - currently Mixed Housing/ Commercial
proposed to Mixed Housing/ Commercial

Land at St. David’s Avenue ( Penmaen ) — 0.15 Ha site - currently Scrubland proposed Housing

Land South Heol Y Dderwen ( Cefn fforest/Pengam ) — 1.16 Ha site - currently Vacant proposed
Housing

Land East Heol Y Dderwen ( Cefn Fforest/Pengam ) — 0.98 Ha site - currently Vacant proposed
Housing

Land East Heol Y Dderwen ( Cefn Fforest/ Pengam ) - 0.35 Ha site — currently Undeveloped to
Housing



After some discussion which centred around the potential numbers on the 3 sites mentioned in the
Town Council area being potentially in excess of 1,000 additional houses it was agreed the Clerk be
asked to draft a response to the Borough Council expressing our concerns regarding loss of
additional greenfield sites and the significant additional pressure these houses will put on already
stretched. public services — roads, schools, doctors & dentists.

Furthermore in respect of the Cwmgelli site additional concerns that the proposed site will
potentially suffer similar problems of drainage as the new Taylor Wimpey site as the topography of
the site is similar.

The Clerk be then asked to forward to all members seeking their approval, and if a majority agree
forward same as the Councils official response to the consultation exercise.

Having circulated to members the Clerk had 8 responses all of which were in favour of the email

and so given the approaching deadline the following e mail was sent to Lisa James

Good morning Lisa, having discussed the above, my members have asked me to inform you that they have

serious concerns regarding the following three Candidate Sites, namely —

GBO012 Land at Heol Y Cefn, GB033 Land at Pencoed Fawr Farm & GB030 Land at Cwm Gelli Farm

In respect of GB012 Land at Heol Y Cefn, our concerns are as previously submitted, and so it will come as
no surprise that we register those same concerns in respect of the much larger GB033 Land at Pencoed Fawr
Farm ( on the face of it a continuation of the afore mentioned Land at Heol Y Cefn ) which could
realistically result in ( at least by my rough calculation ) anything between 500 - 750 additional houses,
meaning close to 1,000 houses in all close to the existing Grove Park Estate.

Concerns are the loss of another greenfield site in the countryside and would constitute what we believe to
be inappropriate development contrary to Policy SP5 & Policy CW15, whilst also being contrary to the same
Policies in that the site lies beyond the identified settlement boundary.

These concerns coupled with concerns over congestion and further pressures on services -

Increased traffic - an impact survey estimated an increase of 125% on the original application for the 9.72
hectare site on traffic using Cefn Road - what additional impact for the proposed 24.37 hectare site ?
Vehicle traffic generated will undoubtedly further aggravate congestion at peak times on the already
pressured local road network and contrary to Policy CW3 of the CCBC LDP because it would be prejudicial

to the effective and efficient use of the existing transportation network.

Significant concerns regarding sufficient Schools places in local schools (Junior & Comprehensive) to

accommodate the potential pupils generated by these potential developments.

Again significant concerns regarding pressure on Doctors surgeries & Dental practices in the locality already
at capacity and potentially contrary to the Well Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 in respect of
a Healthier Wales.



With regard GB030 Land at Cwmgelli Farm we have very similar concerns being a greenfield site and again
beyond the settlement boundary.

Presumably this potential 7.69 hectare site could accommodate upwards of 250 properties which come with
the additional same concerns relating to increased traffic, schools places and pressure on Doctors surgeries
& Dental practices.

One other major concern would obviously be potential drainage problems that have plagued the existing
Taylor Wimpey Development.

The topography of the proposed site is we would contend very similar to the Taylor Wimpey Site and could
presumably offer similar drainage problems. We have concerns that any additional flow to the river could
further increase the risk of flooding on properties downstream. Properties that have already suffered
significantly over the past number of years.

Would you kindly acknowledge receipt of this e mail

Many thanks,

Kind regards

John

Clerk to Blackwood Town Council



