
 

 

MINUTES OF THE BLACKWOOD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH.NOVEMBER 2024 

 

 
 

Present : Cllr R Mills ( Mayor )  
                Cllr. G Etheridge ( Deputy Mayor )  
                Cllrs. K Etheridge, A Farina-Childs N Dix, K Williams, C Erasmus, C Clark, D Box, J  Griffiths,              
                          M Gwynne, K Jones, L Phillips  
 

                   

 

  The Mayor welcomed Claire Cook, the newly appointed Assistant Clerk to her first meeting and members    
  introduced themselves in order  
     

 

 

1.  Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs. P Cook, D Davies & A Short  
 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no Declarations of Interest made at this point 
 
 

 

3. County Borough Report 
 

Cllrs. gave a brief update on the following – 
 
The Pobl Development at Coronation Road reporting that the Ombudsman is now involved . 
 
With regard the Blackwood Miners Institute, it has been reported the building is now to remain open 
until 31st. March 2025, and also reported in the press that an application has been made to the Arts 
Council for Wales for a  Special Resilience grant that could give the venue more time to draw up 
plans for a sustainable future.   
The Council are still awaiting legal advice as regards how the trusteeship issue affects its decision 
making progress. It seems inevitable new Trustees will be appointed, and apparently meetings have 
been held with the Advisory Board, albeit having requested minutes of such meetings Cllr. K 
Etheridge was informed there were none. 
After further discussion it was agreed that Neil Elstone ( a member of the Advisor Board ) be 
contacted with a view to setting up a meeting between said Advisory Board & Town Council to try 
and negotiate a way through this ongoing issue. 
 
Cllr A Farina-Childs reported that the local Bowls Club had been informed that in the future the 
Club would be responsible for all maintenance but that they could purchase the services from 
C.C.B.C. themselves at £15k per annum.  
Cllr. C Clark informed members it was likely the Club would look to seek alternative arrangements.    
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Mayoral Announcements 
 

The Mayor reported on the following visits made – 
 
Launch of the Gwent County British Legion Poppy Appeal on 24th October, which had been a very 
successful and well attended event 
 
Blackwood Town Cricket Club Remembrance Service held on Sunday 3rd. November 
 
Blackwood Rugby Club for Civic Reception with Litsitso Motseremeli, Head of Lesotho Rugby 
Federation on Tuesday 15th. October. He thanked members who attended on the evening and 
reported how inspirational Litsitso was and hoped Town Council and Blackwood Rugby Club can 
continue to work together in the future in support of this most worthwhile Charity    

 
                He also expressed his pleasure that the Miners Pension Scheme, for which he and others had worked  
             so hard, had been addressed in the recent Budget ( as promised in their manifesto ) and would result  
             in pensioners receiving an uplift of approx. 30% on their pensions. 
 
             He also referred to an article he had written for Nation Cymru entitled ‘ The Welsh Council where  
             Democracy goes to die’ apiece obviously highly critical of Caerphilly C.B.C. He had mentioned  
             same to the Council Leader at the recent GAVO Awards evening   
 
 

 

5. Correspondence 
 

              The Clerk presented his report on Correspondence received since the last meeting, and all were   
              noted – 
 
              Caerphilly C.B.C.         Notification of  Street Closure Thursday 24th. October for Royal British  
                                                    Legion Poppy Appeal Launch  
 
                                                    Notification of Road Closure Friday/Saturday 22nd/23rd. November for         
                                                    Blackwood Winter Fair – also includes closure of Wesley Road Car park  
 
                                                    Consultation on Strategic Vision for Library Services – closes 3rd.December 
 
                                                    Notification of Town & Community Councils Liaison Sub Committee  
                                                    Meeting to be held 18th. November  
 
                                                    Notification of Proposed Removal of Parklet and double yellow lines  
                                                    outside 82/84 High Street ( Square Café ) and replace with Disabled Parking  
                                                    Bay  
 
                                                    Footfall figures 
 
                                                    News Online  
 
                                                   Surveillance Camera Commissioner requires justification for deployment of  
                                                   surveillance cameras via Data Protection Assessment – 
                                        
 
 

                                                  Notification that the BMI will remain open until 31st. March 2025 whilst  
                                                  the Borough await the outcome of legal advice regarding its charitable status. 
 
 



                                                  Briefing note – Blackwood Town Centre Audit   - forwarded to members 

                                    

                                                  Public Open Space CCTV Scheme -               

                                                  As you may be aware Caerphilly Council operates a Public Open Space                      

                                                  CCTV scheme comprising over 170 cameras strategically placed across 28   

                                                  town and village centres.  

                                                  CCTV coverage / camera locations are currently being reviewed due to   

                                                  several factors.The main towns are covered by PSBA (Public Sector   

                                                  Broadband Aggregation) and are not subject to the review. 

                                    

                                                  The implications of the proposal for your area are detailed below. 

                                                  Cefn Fforest 

                                                   Reduce 3 cameras to 2. Replace 2 BT cameras with 4G options on Central  

                                                   Avenue (Camera 133) and Waunborfa Rd (Camera 134) main road, shops  

                                                   and square covered. Remove Camera 135, only 1 specific incident in 23/24,  

                                                   covers health centre car park, and closed rugby club. 
 

 

          One Voice Wales           Digital Health Check of Town & Community Councils- Self Assessment 
 
                                                 Model Financial Regulations – Update 2024   - Use as a basis by Policy &  
                                                 Finance Committee in upcoming meetings 
 
                                                 Annual Financial Timetable  - forwarded for members information 
 
                                          

          GAVO                          Invitation to V Fest to be held on Wednsday 30th. October 10.00 am – 3.00pm            
                                               at Blackwood Rugby Club 
 
 
          Matt Hillier                   Freedom of Information request on costs of Christmas lights/ decorations 
 
 
         Blackwood Cricket Club    Application for Financial Assistance towards cost of equipment etc. for  
                                                     junior teams at the Club  
 
                                                     Invitation to Remembrance Service at the Cricket Club on Sunday 10th  
                                                     November at 3.00pm 
 
                                                     Initial approach for additional Financial Assistance towards the cost of  
                                                     fittingSolar Panels to assist in reducing energy costs. Quotation for £24,790  
                                                    ( £19,632 funding from Sports Wales ) with application to C.C.B.C. to  
                                                    Cover some of the shortfall  
 
 
            In respect of the Consultation exercise on Library provision, whilst pleased to see the Blackwood  
            Library was to remain, and become more digital in outlook and a potential community hub, members  
            were perplexed as to why no consideration had appeared to have been given to perhaps incorporating  
            the existing Library into the Institute, thereby making savings which would reduce the current deficit  
            which threatens its future . 



 
            In respect of the Surveillance Camera Commissioners request for justification of deployment of  
            CCTV cameras, members were fully supportive of the Clerks timely response, namely    
            Good afternoon Carl, I respond on behalf of Blackwood Town Council who without question support  
            the continuation of the use of surveillance cameras in town. Town Councillors are continually  
            receiving complaints regarding anti social behaviour in and around town and the use of  
            these surveillance cameras are an undeniable asset in trying to rid these perpetrators from the area                       
            and make our town a safer place. 
            Many thanks to you and your team for all their efforts and keep up the great work. 
 

            In respect of the Public Open Space CCTV Scheme, after some discussion it was agreed we respond  
            asking that the Camera 135 also be updated and not de-commissioned especially given the numerous  
            recent incidents of asb in the area. It was also agreed to copy our response to Borough members in  
            Cefn Fforest Ward.   
 
             Furthermore it was agreed the Blackwood Cricket Club applications be deferred to Policy & Finance  
             Committee for deliberation 
 

               The Clerk also reported on a letter handed to him at the Office from Mrs. Sandra Owen of  
             Blackwood Road complaining of the state of the Remembrance Garden at the bottom of Gordon  
             Road and asking if it could be tidied prior to Remembrance Day. Members were aware that Cllr. A  
             Short had offered to tidy up the area, and the Mayor said he would remind him the next day. 
            Not withstanding this offer to tidy up the area, members agreed the scheme needed revisiting as it  
            was pretty much an eyesore for most of the year    
 
 

 

6. Schedule of Payments 
 

              The Clerk presented his report on payments made/ due for payment and all were unanimously                
              agreed -                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                    £. p 
 
              John Hold                                October Salary & reimbursements                                           862.89  
              Playworks                                October Fees                                                                              20.00 
              HMRC                                     October – Tax/ N.I.                                                                  606.05     
              Blackwood R.F.C.                   Civic Reception                                                                       150.00 
              One Voice Wales                     Conference Fees                                                                      190.00    
              J.S. Lee                                    Watering of Hanging Baskets ( incl. £836.50 VAT )           5,019.00  
              Bebb, Tasker & Sucksmith      Lease Payment  ( incl. £160.00 VAT )                                    960.00                         
 
   
 

7. To Confirm the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 14th.October 2024 
 

It was resolved the Minutes be agreed as a true record 
 
 

 
 

 

 

8. Matters Arising 
 

There were no matters arising 
 

 
 

9. Budget Monitoring Report Period 6 to 30th. September 2024 
 



                The Clerk presented his report which was agreed by members 
 
              Cllr. C Clark asked the Clerk if the payment in respect of Turn the Town Pink had been forwarded,  
              he responded by stating not as yet and normally consults with Beverley Edwards regarding same  
 
 
 

10. Independent Remuneration Panel -Draft Annual Report 2025/26- Consultation ends 29th. 

November 
 

The Clerk presented his report which identified the proposals for 2025/26. 
The Panel continues to mandate payments for the extra costs of working from home and payments  

             for office consumables and there is no change to the Determination made last year in respect of  
             Town/ Community Councils. 
             The Clerk reminded members it will be for the Council to determine at budget setting whether or not  
             Special Allowances will be paid in respect of Chairs of Committees, Level of Payments to Mayor/  
             Deputy Mayor and whether Attendance Allowances are introduced and whether any other optional  
             payments / and level be paid. 
 
             After some discussion it was agreed no comments be passed and the matter be discussed further  
             during the budget setting process as advised by the Clerk 
 

 
 

11. National Assoc. for Local Councils – Local Govt. Services Pay Agreement 2024/25 
 

The Clerk reported that notification has been received that the National Joint Council for Local 
Govt. Services has reached  an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1st. April 2024 to 31st. 
March 2025, and that they encourage employers to implement this pay award as soon as possible.  

 
             This results in an increase of £557 per annum to the Clerk based on 16 hours per week ( now  
             equivalent to £16,405 per annum )  and £ 697 to the Asst. Clerk based on 20 hours per week ( now  
             equivalent to £16,518  per annum ) 
 
                It was agreed the increases be implemented            
 

 

 

12. Quotation – Hanging Baskets for Summer 2025 
 

The Clerk reported that he had recently received a request from J S Lee to tender for the filling of 
the hanging baskets on the High Street. 

 
              As members may be aware J S Lee currently erect, take down and store the baskets as well as    
              watering same throughout June to September.  
              The quotation for filling 12 large half round & 28 large cup & saucer baskets is £1,200 
              ( Quotation to Erect, take down, store and water as above is £4,300 ) 
 
               
              Boverton Nurseries ( who have provided the baskets for the past several years ) have quoted the  
              same rates as the current year which equates to £1,258.20 for filling the baskets.  
                 Blackwood Garden Centre has been approached in previous years to provide a quote but have never  
              responded. 
 
              The Clerk was asked if there had been any issues over the years with Boverton Nurseries and he  
              responded he had never received any complaints. Several members commented that the baskets  
              always looked good and after some discussion it was agreed to remain with Boverton    
 

 

 



13. Planning Applications 
 

The Clerk presented his report on planning applications received since the last meeting - 

 

             Case Ref. 24/0722/RET  
             Location: Pencoed Fach Farm Heol Y Cefn Bedwellty Blackwood NP12 0BQ  
             Proposal: Retain the widening of the existing 9 metre farm entrance to 20 metres  

             Case Officer: Joshua Burrows ( 01443 864427  burroj1@caerphilly.gov.uk  
 

                Having had prior notice of this application, members agreed no objection be raised 
 
 
 

14. Reports 
 

Cllr. K Etheridge proposed that a Petty Cash Imprest be available at the office, for small items that 
may need purchasing by members manning the Offices throughout the week. This was seconded by 
Cllr R Mills and agreed unanimously. 
 
Cllr. A Farina-Childs proposed additional lamp post poppies be purchased in readiness for next year. 
This was seconded by Cllr. R Mills and agreed unanimously. It was also agreed members identify 
additional areas they feel appropriate and warrant poppies.   

 
 

15. Events Committee -  

(a) Remembrance Services Arrangements 
 

The Deputy Mayor reported things were well in hand for both Services on Friday At 
Market Place and on Sunday at the Cenotaph and urged members support and attendance at 
each if possible   

 
 

(b) Planned Christmas Events 

 

The Clerk reported the Programme for the Events Stage was almost complete, but that due 
to Studio 54’s involvement in a competition at the O2 Arena, the proposal for a Christmas 
Princess/ Prince competition had had to be cancelled. 
Jenna had, however, offered to organise upwards of a dozen mascots to walk the High 
Street throughout the day and join in the parade at a cost of £500 ( mainly hire costs ), and 
after some discussion it was proposed by Cllr. A Farina-Childs and seconded by Cllr. M 
Gwynne and agreed by members that we ask Jenna to organise. 
The Clerk also reported things were well in hand for the Lantern Parade/ Carol Concert on 
Thursday 28th November  - 6.30pm Parade from Market Square approx 6.50pm start o 
Concert at Methodist Church.     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

         


